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NEW HAVEN CITY PLAN COiMISS1ON ADVISORY REPORI’

RE: RESOLUTION OF TilE BOARD OF ALDERS OF TIlE CITY OF NEW
11 F N SI. PPOR I ING 1 hF DESiGN \1 ION OF 1111 WI SI RI FR W H RS1II 1) S

GRF F NW B\ Flit CONNF ( I ICIYI (RF I NW \ COLN( Ii NI)
U FIIORIZING I HF MA\ OR [0 SIGN AN iN H RMI.N1CIPAL (OMPACT
RE PORT: 1499-06
AI)VICE: Approval

IIACKGROUN1)
I he Resolution hefbre the Board ot Alders was submitted b\ a member of the West River
Watershed Coalition and proposes desinating the \Vest River Watershed as a Green a\ as
administered h\ the Connecticut (ireenwavs (founc I. and authorizes \la or Harp to enter into an
lnter—Mtmicipal C onipact support ilig the designation.

I lie West Rix er Ilo\\ s throuch se eral municipal ties. including Bethanv. \\ oodbndge. I lamdcn.
I {a en and \\ est I laven: these tow ns need to ork cooperative l\ to protect this natural

resource, restore or improve public access and recreation areas and ensure that human needs and
environmental concerns are balanced, [he West Ri er \\ atershed Coalition is composed of’
members from these towns and has undertaken or supported several projects along the River.

In New I laven the West River runs through maiw neiohhorhoods, through twelve wards and
through many hundreds of acres of open space and parks including: West Rock Ridge State Park.
Amrhyn Field & Park. Edge ood Park and West River Memorial Park. In recent years the
Connecticut lund fbr the Environment’s Save the Sound Fund has obtained funding for and
implemented projects such as: I ide Gate modification at Orange A enue and design of dam
removal at the Land [rust’s preserve along Whallev A e. Previously the City worked on a Master
Plan for West River Memorial Park with citizens from West Ilaven and New I laven and rebuilt
the two soccer fields at Boulevard and Orange Ave. Ihe Barnard School Construction project
included construction of a new nature center in West River Memorial Park near Derby A e.

PlANNING CONSIDERATiONS
The proposed resolution:

Endorses the submission of a compact seeking designation of the West River Watershed
as a Greenway,

2. Endorses the ongoing cftbrts of the West River Watershed Coalition to promote safr
access to and restoration of the \Vest Ri\ er.

Cemmit mini icipal departiiients to consideration of the effrcts on the \\ csl Ri cr
\\ atcrshcd in the plans oiconscriitio itnd Llc\ clopinent.

-l Authorizes the Ma or to sign an inter--municipal compact to support such uesicnatioii
I lie acti\ c stew ardship of a citizen gi’up such as the \\ cst Ri cr \\ atcrshcd Coali: on is nil

pii’ess in maintiilnuin this important resource and their support coupled w ith Greenwa
Jcsig nation will encourage iiitcrmunicipal coopci’atioi: and nipi’i\c access to nJ:ne.

A I)VI C F
[he Commission finds the Resolution and the proposed compact in the best interest of the Cii\
and recommends approval.
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