
AGENDA 

NEW HAVEN CLIMATE EMERGENCY TASKFORCE 

REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31st, 2024, 5:15 PM 

 

The New Haven Climate Emergency Taskforce (CETF) will meet on Wednesday, 
January 10th, 2024 at 5:15 PM on Zoom (see link at end of agenda) to discuss the 
following items:  

1. Approval of minutes from the previous three meetings. A majority of the 
CETF (6 of 10 members) constitutes a quorum 

2. Project updates from the Office of Climate and Sustainability (OCS) staff 
a. The OCS proposal to the USDA Composting and Food Waste 

Reduction was selected for funding. OCS is working with USDA to 
adjust the final budget due to the loss of one partner organization, 
Brightfeeds. 

b. EPA Government-to-Government grant. OCS is in negotiations with 
EPA over the final budget. 

c. I Heart My Home canvassing campaign continues. 92 households 
have enrolled and received I Heart My Home consultations since 
canvassing began. 

d. Healthy Homes, Clean Cooktops is moving forward with New Haven 
Health Department and Yale School of Public Health. We expect to 
distribute cooktops to families in February. 

e. Funding the Climate Justice Schools program directly through New 
Haven Climate Movement (NHCM) for Fiscal year 2023-2024. This 
request for an agreement for NHCM is still being processed. 

f. Recycling Educator: OCS is still seeking to hire a part-time Recycling 
Educator (up to 19 hours per week, $25-30 per hour). 

g. Styrofoam enforcement: OCS has begun outreach with the Health 
Department to restaurants and food trucks to educate them about 
the City’s ban on the use Styrofoam products. 



h. Shellfish shell recycling program: Atelier Florian has joined, now a 
total of 4 restaurants.  

i. Solar installations. Project planning has begun for the school parking 
canopies and landfill projects. The Solid Waste Authority has signed 
off on the access agreement for the landfill project. 

3. Discussion with Laura Brown, Executive Director, City Plan Department on 
the intersection of zoning reforms and climate action 

a. Update on accessory dwelling unit ordinance 
b. Which other reforms should the City explore prioritizing to reduce 

emissions through zoning?  
i. For example, allowing increased density of housing, smaller (or 

the removal of) minimum unit sizes, small (or removal) of 
minimum lot sizes, mixed (co-location) of uses to reduce 
transportation emissions, reduction (or removal of) parking 
requirements, other ideas? 

ii. How do potential reforms interact with the City’s inclusionary 
zoning policy? 

4. Discussion Items: Using the $35,000 remaining in the CETF budget before 
June  

a. Indoor Air Quality Education Event 
i. Per person budget for materials is $73.50 

1. Filter: $40, Fan: $30, Weather Stripping: $3.50 
ii. At 20 people, plus $50 for refreshments, the total budget is 

$1,550. 
iii. How do we get the word out about this event in a way that 

would produce meaningful public participation? Who would 
this event be aimed at? Is there a partner or partners we could 
collaborate with? 

b. Composting in City Hall 
i. This activity could potentially be part of the USDA grant so OCS 

hasn’t developed a budget for it yet. 
c. Other ideas? 



 

Zoom URL: https://newhavenct.zoom.us/j/87476255985?pwd=UVlMS1NxOFVGNkxSQ3Bnd2ZiVWtrdz09 

Join Zoom Meeting  

Phone one-
tap:  

US: +13126266799,,87476255985# or +16469313860,,87476255985#  

Meeting 
URL:  

https://newhavenct.zoom.us/j/87476255985?pwd=UVlMS1NxOFVGNkxSQ3Bnd2ZiVWtrdz09  

Meeting ID:  874 7625 5985 

Password: gQ0u620@ 

Join by Telephone  

For higher quality, dial a number based on your current location.  

Dial:   
US: +1 312 626 6799 or +1 646 931 3860 or +1 929 205 6099 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 305 
224 1968 or +1 309 205 3325 or +1 360 209 5623 or +1 386 347 5053 or +1 507 473 4847 or 
+1 564 217 2000 or +1 669 444 9171 or +1 669 900 6833 or +1 689 278 1000 or +1 719 359 
4580 or +1 253 205 0468 or +1 253 215 8782 or +1 346 248 7799 or 888 475 4499 (Toll 
Free) or 833 548 0276 (Toll Free) or 833 548 0282 (Toll Free) or 877 853 5257 (Toll Free)  

Meeting ID:  874 7625 5985 

Password:  27869179 

 


