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Project History CANAL DOCK BOATHOUSE



Design Team 

CITY PROJECT MANAGER – DONNA HALL

Prime Consultant, Civil, Geotechnical & Marine Engineering, 

 
Permitting, Landscape Architecture & Survey 

GREGG WIES & GARDNER ARCHITECTS –

 

Boathouse Architect

WALLACE ROBERTS AND TODD –

 

Master Planner

DEAN SAKAMOTO ARCHITECTS –

 

Interpretive Design and Way Finding

SPIEGEL ZAMECNIK & SHAH –

 

Structural Engineer

ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERS –

 

Mechanical, Electrical and Plumbing Engineer

BEACON DESIGN INTERNATIONAL –

 

Wave Action Analysis and Floating Dock Designer

VJ ASSOCIATES –

 

Scheduler and Cost Estimator

ATELIER TEN –

 

Lighting Consultant

ALDERSON ENGINEERING –

 

Geothermal Engineer
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Project Criteria CANAL DOCK BOATHOUSE

Agreement constraints‐mitigation/funding
Permitting constraints
Budgetary constraints 
Community facility‐public access to water/education
Flexibility
Water dependent uses
Flood Zone‐breakaway construction & use restrictions
High quality construction & materials
Renewable energy
Location/Orientation



Site & Facility Program: Case Studies & Research

Gilder Boathouse, CT

Harry Parker Boathouse, MA

Camden County Boathouse, NJ

Chesapeake Boathouse, OKEton Boathouse, England

Lecky Boathouse, British Columbia



Site & Facility Program: Case Studies & Research

Robert Gillin, Jr. Boathouse, PA

Camden County Boathouse, NJ

Gilder Boathouse, CT

Gilder Boathouse, CTHarry Parker Boathouse, MA



Approach to Mitigation

“Although the Yale boathouse would not be 
 preserved in toto, we nonetheless believe that 

 the citizens of Connecticut would significantly 
 benefit from a creative approach that 

 harmonizes new construction with the historic 
 design features of the Yale Boathouse.”

‐

 
Letter from John W. Shannahan, 

Director Connecticut Historic Commission and 

State Historic Preservation Officer 



Approach to Mitigation

Maximize reuse and interpretation of actual salvaged material 

 from the historic Adee

 
boathouse & surrounding sites.

Tell the history of the Adee

 
boathouse and its setting through 

 interpretive design.



1.

 

Mitigate the loss of historic and cultural resources.
2.

 

Increase waterfront access.
3.

 

Provide a recreation and completive boating facility for the City and the 

 region.
4.

 

Provide quality waterfront public space compatible with boating activities. 
5.

 

Create a signature waterfront destination for the City of New Haven.
6.

 

Educate visitors on the cultural, natural and maritime history of New Haven 

 Harbor as well as the historic Adee

 

Boathouse. 
7.

 

Provide a flexible and adaptive design that allows for variations I use and 

 potential growth. 
8.

 

Create opportunities to connect to the site surrounding road, trail, greenway, 

 transit and waterway networks. 
9.

 

Create a site that is universally accessible.
10.Create a boathouse and site that aspires to cultural, environmental and 

 economic sustainability. 

Project Goals CANAL DOCK BOATHOUSE



Project Location



Project Elements

Long Wharf Drive Streetscape              

Floating Docks (Transient & Rowing)

Pile Supported Platform

Interpretive Display

Boathouse



Long Wharf Drive Streetscape

Upgrade of streetscape on Long Wharf Drive

Landscaping and amenities

Drop‐off/pick‐up area

Area parking

Major node for trails
• East Coast Greenway
• Farmington Canal Trail
• Freedom Trail
• Vision Trail 
• Access to public transportation

Fills major gap in Harbor



Floating Docks (Transient & Rowing)

Transient Docks
• Wide variety of vessels‐26 slips
• Kayak launch
• water & electric services
• sanitary at Long Wharf Pier

Rowing Dock 
• lower profile
• sliding seat rowing
• fixed seat rowing/paddling & sailing
• flexible underwater mooring system

Flexible boating programs



Pile Supported Platform 

55,000 SF pile supported platform
• Canal Dock Pier‐historical location
•Future Expansion

Public access to waterfront

Flexible platform
• Boating apron for maneuverability
• Public gathering space (festivals, concerts)

Bosque of Trees

Amenities & lighting 

24 hour access

Interpretive displays



Pile Supported Platform 



Interpretive Design (key plan) CANAL DOCK BOATHOUSE



Interpretive Design (timeline) CANAL DOCK BOATHOUSE



Interpretive Design (harbor map) CANAL DOCK BOATHOUSE



Interpretive Design (thematic display)CANAL DOCK BOATHOUSE



Interpretive Design (adee
 

boathouse) CANAL DOCK BOATHOUSE



Perspective View (night)



Perspective View



Perspective View



Perspective View



Perspective View CANAL DOCK BOATHOUSE



Building CANAL DOCK BOATHOUSE



Building CANAL DOCK BOATHOUSE



Building CANAL DOCK BOATHOUSE



Project Schedule  CANAL DOCK BOATHOUSE

NOTICE TO PROCEED
SCHEMATIC DESIGN SUBMISSION
DESIGN DEVELOPMENT START
PLATFORM CONSTRUCTION START
BOATHOUSE FINAL DESIGN
BOATHOUSE CONSTRUCTION START
PROJECT OPENING

October 2009
July 2010

October 2010
June 2011

October 2011
April 2012

January 2013



Questions & Answers

http://www.cityofnewhaven.com/CityPlan/PlanningPrograms.asp
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